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Samuel Poryanda ’16
“To be a member of the Holy Cross community is an honor. The 

educational opportunity I have been given is tremendous. My classes 

have challenged me to excel,” Samuel said. He is a walk-on member 

of the rowing team, and participates in 

intramural football and basketball. 

“At Holy Cross, I am forming relationships 

not only with my peers but also with my 

professors, which will contribute to my 

success,” he said. “I challenge myself 

every day to set goals that sometimes  

may seem farfetched, but I always give 

110 percent to reach them.”

Samuel grew up in a single-parent home, which limited many  

opportunities in his life. “My mom has been a huge inspiration to  

me and is living proof that life is whatever you make of it,” he said.  

“She has struggled to pay bills throughout my entire life and is forced 

to work multiple jobs. This scholarship has allowed me to attend  

Holy Cross. Without the scholarship, I would not be able to afford this 

prestigious education. It is a huge motivation in all that I do at this 

college. I know that I must keep working up to my potential not only 

to maintain this scholarship but also to make my family and, most 

importantly, my mother proud.”

Zeisa Vieira ’16
Zeisa is involved in a variety of activities on campus, including  

her work-study job at Hogan Campus Center at Cool Beans and 

Crossroads dining areas. “I work twice a week during the evening, 

and I have met a lot of great students and 

staff members,” she said. “I am also a 

member of the women’s club soccer team 

and the Black Student Union’s annual 

fashion show. I love both of the clubs  

that I am part of; they allow me to express  

myself along with meeting others from  

other schools.”

Zeisa is grateful for her scholarship,  

saying, “It has helped me to attend Holy Cross at a price that my 

family can afford. If I hadn’t received the scholarship, I could never 

have chosen to attend Holy Cross.”

our students

for more information, please contact:

Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program
One College Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01610-2395
508-793-2421
hcfund@holycross.edu



The Holy Cross Fund Scholars Program offers 
donors a unique opportunity to have a positive 
impact on the life of a talented Holy Cross 
student. Since the program’s inception in 1999, 
more than 632 scholarships have been awarded 
to deserving students with financial need.

Program Guidelines

A donor may support a Holy Cross Fund Scholar with a 
gift of $15,000 or more to the Holy Cross Fund —creating 
a named, one-year scholarship that will be awarded to a 
promising student with financial need.

•	 Gifts	to	support	Holy	Cross	Fund	Scholars	receive	full	
credit toward the annual fund, benefiting class and 
reunion totals.

•	 A	gift	to	the	Holy	Cross	Fund	Scholars	Program	
fulfills a donor’s annual commitment as a member of 
President’s Council. 

•	 Corporate	matching	gifts	may	be	included	to	reach	the	
$15,000 total.

•	 Couples	may	support	one	scholar	by	making	a	joint	
gift of $15,000.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where does the money come from that Holy Cross 
allocates to student recipients of financial aid each year?

Here are the numbers for academic year 2013. 

General operating funds $36.7 million

Endowment income $6 million

Federal grants $400,000

Massachusetts state grants $500,000

Private gifts $2.1 million

Total financial aid $45.7 million

How does Holy Cross allocate financial aid?

When allocating financial aid resources, Holy Cross 
balances three components: parent and student  
contribution, student self-help, and scholarship money. 
For academic year 2012-13, student costs (tuition, room, 
board, and mandatory fees) totaled $55,130. Sixty percent 
of Holy Cross students receive some form of financial aid; 
50 percent of the student body receives Holy Cross 
funded aid. The average need-based scholarship is 
$28,500.

Can a Holy Cross Fund Scholar gift count toward  
an endowed scholarship fund?

The entire Holy Cross Fund gift is spent within one year 
of the time it is given, and therefore, cannot count toward 
an endowed fund. 

Can a donor state a preference for the kind of scholar 
(i.e. from a particular geographic area or with a  
particular set of interests)?

We are unable to accommodate preferences. All Holy 
Cross Fund Scholars are accomplished members of a  
very impressive Holy Cross student body.

By what date must a donor make his/her gift?

All	gifts	must	be	made	by	June	30.	Gifts	may	be	sent	in	
installments, but must be received in full by June 30 to 
support a Holy Cross Fund Scholar.

donor perspectives

Nancy M. Taylor ’81 
“The students at Holy Cross are amazing and impressive. I’m  

overwhelmed by the character, talents and accomplishments of the 

Holy Cross students I meet. By contributing to the Holy Cross Fund 

Scholars program, I feel that I am doing something to help Holy 

Cross attract and support students who uphold the high standards  

of Holy Cross and further its mission. An added plus of the Fund 

Scholars program is the naming aspect of the scholarship, which 

allows you to honor someone important to you or the College.  

This doubles the feel good return on my contribution.” 

Kristin E. Mumford ’82 
“Over the years, I have wondered how I could repay my folks for  

all of the sacrifices they made to send me to Holy Cross, while still 

giving back to the place that transformed me. I decided to honor 

them and all the times they did without, by naming a Holy Cross 

Fund Scholarship after them. It was natural that my contribution 

assist a deserving youth whose family might not have the means for 

them to attend. My hope is that this scholarship will provide a young 

person with a great education, the best friends one could ever ask 

for, and more life-changing experiences than they’ll ever be able to 

count … and then … that they’ll continue this tradition of giving back 

to Holy Cross for the next generation of deserving students.”


